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dungeon or the scaffold, rather than betray a friend or
consent to the ruin of the State. That an Epicurean type
of humanity might, in an extreme case, if Hartley had the
working out of it, produce such an adjustment of prefer-
ences as this martyr would exemplify, I would not abso-
lutely deny. But, if self-love can thus become identical
with self-sacrifice, it is only by subjecting the nature in
which this happens to a fatal illusion, and dressing up a
moment's enthusiasm as worth more to it than the collective
possibilities of remaining life. Under the law which bears
him off on the line least repugnant to him at the time, he
flings himself away, and secures, let us suppose, for others
the happiness which he renounces for himself. And who is
it that does this ? By hypothesis, it is the egoistic hedonist,
whose reason tells him that his own pleasure is for him the
sole good, and except as tributary to this, that of others has
no significance. He is betrayed, therefore, by his disin-
terested passion into direct contradiction of his own reason,
and inversion of its fundamental rule. By substituting
others for himself, his rational preferences are turned upside
down; and natuie, like a ciuel nurse, replacing him by a
changeling ere he knows himself, exposes him to a fate that
is not his own. He thinks, you will say, that the happiness
he wins for others is the greatest for himself, though it be
the last; so that there is no clashing interest. Yes: he
thinks so: but is it true ? Can it be shown that his twin
brother, who in the same crisis was snatched by no fervours
from his far-sighted prudence, but made the compliances
needful for escape, and lived in opulence and office through
another generation, miscalculated his lot, and enjoyed less
of 'the only good' than the dead hero? What metrical
standard can demonstrate that the felicity of one supreme
moment of self-immolation transcends in amount thirty
years of unbroken health, of social favour, and satisfied
affections ? How will you go to work, in order to convince
this comfortable citizen of his mistake in declining to share
his brother's martyrdom ? You remind him of the lies he